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Summary
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) and its
partners, namely the League of Arab States, the United Nations Environment Programme and the
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, organized the Arab High-Level Forum on
Sustainable Development, held in Amman from 2 to 4 April 2014, in cooperation with the Ministry of
Planning and International Cooperation and the Ministry of Environment of Jordan. The Arab Forum
served as a regional preparatory meeting for the second session of the High-level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development, to be held in New York, in July 2014. The Arab Forum also included a
session focusing on the regional preparations for the 2014 Annual Ministerial Review on the theme
“Addressing on-going and emerging challenges for meeting the Millennium Development Goals in
2015 and for sustaining development gains in the future”.
The Forum attracted a large high-level audience. All stakeholders were represented, including
government representatives from the economic, social and environmental spheres; representatives of
major groups; United Nations organizations; members of the Regional Coordination Mechanism;
experts; and international and regional organizations.
The Forum provided a platform for discussing the following issues:
•

Progress made in the Arab region towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals and
means of accelerating their achievement and sustaining future gains. The Forum reiterated the
need for a data revolution and a genuine assessment and critical analysis of the progress made
in achieving the Goals, so as to uncover the real factors of success and failure. Regional
lessons from the Goals needed to be taken into consideration in the formulation of the post2015 development agenda;

•

A proposed set of sustainable development goals for the Arab region, prepared by ESCWA on
the basis of the outcomes of regional consultations on the subject, in addition to the key
conclusions emanating from the various regional and national consultations on the post-2015
development agenda. Comments provided by participants will be taken into consideration in
the revised version of the document prior to its dissemination to member States, the League
of Arab States and Arab negotiators;
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•

The proposed Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development that ESCWA and its
partners are developing following a request by the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for
the Environment as an update to the Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region,
and the Arab Regional Roadmap for Green Economy Investment, as the operational arm of
the Framework. Comments provided by participants will be taken into consideration in the
revised versions of both documents prior to their submission to the League of Arab States;

•

Means for implementing sustainable development commitments in the Arab region. It was
agreed that true global partnerships and regional mechanisms were needed to finance
sustainable development and facilitate technology transfer and capacity-building;

•

Future functions and organizational aspects of the Arab Forum on Sustainable Development
as an important element of the regional institutional framework for sustainable development.
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Introduction
1.
The 2010 High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development
Goals requested the Secretary-General to initiate the development of a post-2015 development agenda.
Subsequently, in 2012, the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) agreed to
launch an inter-governmental process for the formulation of a single, balanced and comprehensive set of
sustainable development goals, universal to all nations, to form the core of the post-2015 development
agenda. Rio+20 also agreed to establish the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development to
provide political leadership and guidance on sustainable development issues and act as a forum for reviewing
related commitments and objectives, including the sustainable development goals. The United Nations
regional commissions, including the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), were
invited by the General Assembly1 to organize regional forums on sustainable development to contribute to
the work of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.
2.
Within this context, ESCWA and its partners conducted and participated in a series of consultations
with governmental and non-governmental stakeholders throughout 2013 to help distil a regional perspective
on the post-2015 development agenda and the sustainable development goals. Notable events included the
following:
•

Arab regional consultative meeting of civil society organizations on the post-2015 United Nations
development agenda (Beirut, 14 March 2013);

•

United Nations Development Group Arab Development Forum: Priorities for the Post-2015
Agenda in the Arab Region (Amman, 11 April 2013);

•

Consultative session on the sustainable development goals at the Arab Regional Implementation
Meeting for the Twentieth Session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable
Development – Follow-up on Rio+20 (Dubai, 29-30 May 2013);

•

Discussions on the sustainable development goals at the Expert Workshop on Updating the
Sustainable Development Initiative for the Arab Region (Amman, 28 August 2013);

•

Consultations on the development of a green economy investment roadmap as a tool to
operationalize sustainable development programmes in the region (Amman, 29-30 August 2013);

•

Arab Consultative Meeting on the Sustainable Development Goals (Gammarth, Tunisia, 18-19
November 2013);

•

Post-2015 discussion at the sixth session of the Committee for Women (Kuwait City, 4-5
December 2013);

•

Regional Workshop on Youth Empowerment in Post-2015 Agenda (Tunis, 13-14 December
2013).

3.
Following the above-mentioned consultations, ESCWA and its partners, namely the League of Arab
States, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), organized the Arab High-Level Forum on Sustainable
Development (Amman, 2-4 April 2014), in cooperation with the Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation and the Ministry of Environment of Jordan. The Arab Forum served as the regional preparatory
meeting for the second session of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, which will be
held at the next Substantive Session of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in New
York, in July 2014. The Arab Forum also included a session focusing on the regional preparations for the
2014 Annual Ministerial Review, which will also be held at the ECOSOC Substantive Session, on the theme

1

General Assembly resolution 67/290 of 9 July 2013.
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“Addressing on-going and emerging challenges for meeting the Millennium Development Goals in 2015 and
for sustaining development gains in the future”.
I. OBJECTIVES AND THEMES OF THE ARAB HIGH-LEVEL FORUM
ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
4.
The Arab Forum builds on the outcomes of the consultative process that ESCWA has been leading in
the Arab region, which was instrumental in pushing forward a regional sustainable development agenda. It
aimed to discuss the following issues:
(a) Progress made in the Arab region towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals and
means of accelerating their achievement and sustaining gains in the future;
(b) A proposed set of sustainable development goals for the Arab region,2 prepared by ESCWA on
the basis of the outcomes of regional consultations on the subject, in addition to the key conclusions
emanating from various regional and national consultations on the post-2015 development agenda;
(c) The proposed Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development3 that ESCWA and its
partners are developing at the request of the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment
(CAMRE) as an update of the Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region; and the Arab Regional
Roadmap for Green Economy Investment as the operational arm of the Framework;4
(d) Means of implementing sustainable development commitments in the Arab region.
II. PARTICIPANTS
5.
The Forum attracted a large high-level audience. It was attended by a total of 168 participants,
including representatives of the organizing partners, namely ESCWA, the League of Arab States, UNEP and
the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation and the Ministry of Environment of Jordan. All
seventeen ESCWA member States were represented (87 participants). It should be noted that government
representation covered a multitude of ministries, namely foreign affairs, environment, social affairs and
social development, planning, international cooperation, water, economy, energy, industry and trade, health,
education and municipal affairs. Participation of other stakeholders, including United Nations organizations
(27 participants) and major groups (25 participants), was also prominent. United Nations representation
included most members of the Regional Coordination Mechanism, namely the Food and Agriculture
Organization; the World Health Organization (WHO); the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP); the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS; the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women; the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization; the
United Nations Population Fund; the International Labour Organization, the United Nations International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction; the United Nations High Commission for Refugees; the United Nations
Children’s Fund; and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO); in addition to the
United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth and the Regional Commissions New York Office.
Furthermore, experts and international and regional organizations, including the Arab Countries Water
Utilities Association, the International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Area, the Global Green
Growth Institute attended the Forum and enriched its deliberations. The list of participants is set out in annex
I to the present report.
2
ESCWA, Sustainable Development Goals: An Arab Regional Perspective (E/ESCWA/SDPD/2014/WG.1/1). Available
from http://css.escwa.org.lb/SDPD/3315/5.pdf.
3
ESCWA, Proposal for an Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development, 2015-2025 (in cooperation with the
League of Arab States and the United Nations Environment Programme) (E/ESCWA/SDPD/2014/WG.1/5). Available from
http://css.escwa.org.lb/SDPD/3315/2.pdf.
4

ESCWA, A Proposed Framework for a Green Economy Investment Roadmap for the Arab Region (in cooperation with the
League of Arab States and the United Nations Environment Programme) (E/ESCWA/SDPD/2014/WG.1/4). Available from
http://css.escwa.org.lb/SDPD/3315/1.pdf.
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III. DISCUSSION SUMMARY
6.
The Forum was held over five substantive sessions, in addition to the opening and closing sessions.
The following two side events were also organized: a meeting for major groups, organized by UN-DESA to
help develop a regional civil society perspective on the sustainable development goals; and a panel
discussion organized by UNIDO on inclusive and sustainable industrial development.
7.
Forum discussions were informed by a number of background papers, which are available, along with
other meeting documents and presentations, on the meeting website.5
8.
The following paragraphs summarize the main points of discussion under each session and side event
and the agreed follow-up actions.
A. OPENING SESSION
9.
The opening session included statements from the Forum organizers and the Government of Jordan as
the host of the event. A keynote address was provided by Prince Hassan bin Talal, in his present capacity as
Chair of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation.
(a)

(b)

(c)

Statement by the United Nations Environment Programme
•

The three pillars of sustainable development – economic, social and environmental – are highly
and clearly interlinked and need to be assessed and studied through an integrated holistic
approach;

•

The environment and the poor should be at the core of any future sustainable development
agenda. The needs of the poor include employment opportunities and social and environmental
security;

•

The human welfare of societies requires good governance and management of scarce natural
resources. The protection of social and cultural heritage is essential;

•

A shift towards sustainable consumption and production patterns is urgently needed as is the
transition to a green economy. Inequalities must be addressed, including inequality of access to
natural resources. Governments have a core role to play in that regard.

Statement by the League of Arab States
•

The Forum constitutes an important opportunity to review progress made in the implementation
of the Millennium Development Goals in the Arab region and develop an Arab position on the
sustainable development goals;

•

The Forum is also an opportunity to discuss the Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable
Development and the Arab Green Economy Investment Roadmap, which the League of Arab
States has been developing with ESCWA and other partners to guide action at the regional and
national levels in the coming years;

•

Participant feedback is vital to enriching both documents prior to their submission at the next
special session of CAMRE and subsequently to the Arab Economic and Social Summit in 2015.

Statement by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
•

5

The year 2014 is pivotal for development. Efforts at the global, regional and national levels are
intensifying to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, while efforts continue to
define a development agenda beyond 2015 that will guide sustainable development action at the
global level over the short to medium-terms;
www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNUM=3315e.
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(d)

(e)

•

In 2013, ESCWA organized a series of consultative meetings at the levels of governments,
experts, civil society and United Nations organizations, which contributed to the elaboration of a
regional vision and a homogeneous approach to the post-2015 development agenda and the
sustainable development goals;

•

It is critical to bring a strong regional voice to the global level. The importance of good regional
preparations for the upcoming Annual Ministerial Review and the High-level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development must not be underestimated;

•

The sustainable development goals cannot address all development issues relevant to the Arab
region. Work on those goals must be complemented by the development of an Arab Strategic
Framework for Sustainable Development as a regional agenda.

Statement by the Government of Jordan
•

The world is currently witnessing an escalation of many crises – financial, economic, social,
political and humanitarian – which are threatening the sustainability of development;

•

Poverty; high illiteracy rates; population increases; high unemployment rates, especially among
educated young people; slow economic growth; and increasing debts are all challenges that add to
the pressures on scarce natural resources. Increasing food and energy prices have exacerbated
those problems and are affecting the capabilities of many Arab countries to achieve their
development goals;

•

Social and political instability and armed conflict in the region have led to a growing number of
refugees in some Arab countries. The refugee crisis puts great pressure on already scarce natural
resources. Limited fiscal space is among the chief reasons for the decline in levels of
development in the region;

•

The efforts undertaken by some Arab countries to implement the principles of green economy and
sustainable consumption and production are important and should be encouraged. Meetings such
as the Forum provide an opportunity to exchange experiences and enhance cooperation among
Arab countries.

Keynote address by Prince Hassan bin Talal
•

One of the deficiencies of the Millennium Development Goals is that they do not account for
quality and equity in achievement. This is flagrant in the case of water, as guaranteed access to
water is meaningless without looking at the quality of water, standards in water management and
regularity of access. It is essential to embed mechanisms for equity in distribution within any new
set of international commitments;

•

Sustainable development is not possible without safe and equal access to water and sanitation. We
must protect and improve existing water reserves, improve good governance and management of
water resources and invest in new technologies to improve water quality. Sound management and
informed decision-making based on accurate data and information regarding water is essential;

•

There is solid evidence regarding the strategic importance of water to national development and
security. Traditional fragmented approaches are neither viable nor helpful. Shared, regional
conceptualizations of the water deficit problem and supranational strategies that address the
common good, with emphasis on the sustainable management of shared water resources, must be
at the fore of future water policy. Strategies of regional cooperation must be developed and
agreed in respect to transboundary water resources;

•

My vision is for the Arab world to become a thought and innovation leader on water scarcity and
to pave the way for job creation, economic opportunities and growth. We therefore must
investigate the solution nexus: the innovation-opportunity-sustainability nexus;
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•

In the Arab region, youth unemployment has reached critical levels – but this phenomenon is
especially apparent among young professionals. We need to question the structural and social
changes needed to facilitate the empowerment of youth and women beyond education. Without
this kind of critical analysis and reflection, the post-2015 process is a missed opportunity;

•

There is no Millennium Development Goal for good governance (no target or indicators) although
political stability, good governance and strong and effective institutions are critical to
development;

•

A careful balance must be achieved between sustainable development goals that are realistic but
ambitious. If the targets are not affordable and attainable, the result will be disillusionment and
inaction. Nevertheless, without objectives to strive for, we risk complacency and the loss of
aspirational value;

•

There is no Arab roadmap annexed to the Millennium Development Goals. We have to write this
roadmap ourselves while embracing the messiness of our development challenges. The
interdependence between goals, as embodied for example in the water-energy-environment
nexus, must be understood and must inform the roadmap to sustainable development;

•

We must go beyond acknowledging the fact that we have regional problems that require regional
solutions. There is a need for a dialogue on regional problem analysis and solutions, including
how to manage common resources;

•

Any post-2015 agenda for the region must respond to the emerging needs and challenges through
an integrated approach that combines economic, social and environmental sustainability with the
principles of good governance, human rights and equality.
B. SESSION 1: OVERVIEW OF THE POST-2015 AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOALS PROCESSES AT THE GLOBAL AND REGIONAL LEVELS

10. The session addressed some of the overarching challenges to sustainable development in the Arab
region. Participants were briefed on the progress of the global post-2015 and sustainable development goals
processes and expected next steps. Perspectives were provided on the envisioned role of the Arab Forum for
Sustainable Development as a mechanism for promoting an integrated and balanced approach to the three
dimensions of sustainable development at the regional level and providing regional perspectives to the global
agenda of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.
(a)

Overall challenges to sustainable development in the Arab region
•

Resource and budget allocations for the Arab region are unknown. Development cannot proceed
when available resources and the rate of their use are not identified. Transparency, notably in
terms of government budget allocations, is a key issue;

•

Societies need to consider what levels of individual freedoms and conformity they aspire to
through a process of learning how to practice freedom, engrained within the education system.
There are economic impacts related to the choices we make in relation to freedoms, including the
type of capital that receives the most investments. In the region, investments have focused on
developing natural capital and, to a much lesser extent, produced and intangible assets. For
example, the largest shares of foreign direct investment go into real estate and mining, rather than
manufacturing or services, with very low returns in terms of job creation;

•

There is often a trade-off between the achievement of equity and equality and the need to reward
individual productivity. Throughout the world, countries have opted for different systems to
redistribute benefits. The region needs to embark on a social dialogue to make a collective public
choice as to whether equal opportunities or “laissez-faire” is desired. It is equally important to
know the ailments that we want to be free from as a society, and the aspirations that we want to
be free to achieve.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

Sustainable development and the post-2015 agenda: global context and regional aspirations
•

Several processes have resulted from Rio+20, including the High-level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development, the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable
Development Financing, the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals and the
Technology Mechanism. Many of these processes are converging in the development of the post2015 agenda;

•

The various regions have provided their inputs into these global processes, each according to their
regional priorities. The Arab region needs to make its own contribution to reflect its needs;

•

The classic North-South divide is apparent in the formulation process of the sustainable
development goals, with the South favouring economic transformations, inclusive growth and
social protection, and demanding commitments from the North in terms of means of
implementation. As in other political processes, opting for the least common denominator is a
real risk for the post-2015 agenda;

•

In many instances, the achievement of sustainable development is beyond the capacities of one
single country. While action at the national level is the cornerstone of development, regional
integration and true global partnerships are a must, and due regard must be made to the Rio+20
principle of common but differentiated responsibility.

Perspectives on the Arab High-Level Forum on Sustainable Development
•

The League of Arab States has gone a long way in its institutional reforms in support of
sustainable development, including through the work of the various councils and Arab specialized
agencies and by supporting the participation of civil society organizations in its deliberations;

•

In relation to the global High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, the League of
Arab States sees the Arab Forum as a mechanism for promoting governance and building
partnerships. At the regional level, the Forum has an important role to play in facilitating the
exchange of experiences, reviewing progress in the achievement of sustainable development and
the preparation of regional reports that strengthen the science-policy interface. The League of
Arab States is ready to coordinate with ESCWA in the organization of future sessions of the
Forum;

•

The Arab Forum is an important mechanism for the region to influence the global sustainable
development processes. It should play a key role in developing a vision for development in the
region and catalyzing political commitment for its achievement.

Follow-up actions
•

The meeting took note of the proposed post-2015 institutional set-up under the ECOSOC.
Participants recommended that ESCWA and the League of Arab States coordinate the preparation
of a proposal for the regular submission of regional inputs into the High-level Political Forum
through their respective regional inter-governmental governance structure (separately or jointly).
C. SESSION 2: ADDRESSING ON-GOING AND EMERGING CHALLENGES FOR
MEETING THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS IN 2015 AND
FOR SUSTAINING DEVELOPMENT GAINS IN THE FUTURE

11. The session supported regional preparations for the global 2014 Annual Ministerial Review. Progress
made towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals in the Arab region was summarized,
highlighting lessons learned. A perspective on the future role of the League of Arab States in supporting a
new post-2015 agenda was provided, stemming from the League’s previous Millennium Development Goals
9

experience. Challenges facing Arab countries in meeting the Millennium Development Goals and sustaining
gains in the future in a time of conflict and social upheaval were highlighted. Selected member State
representatives reflected on their national experiences and presented key messages.
(a)

(b)

Progress made towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals and lessons learned
•

Based on existing data and reports, the Arab region, on average, has had mixed progress. While
the number of poor persons dropped from 5 to 4 million over 15 years, progress is mainly limited
to cases of extreme poverty – a review of other levels of poverty shows that there was an increase,
notably after 2010. Considerable improvement in education was achieved, notably in terms of
gender equality in education, although this has not translated into improvement of women’s
participation in the workforce. Progress in child mortality and maternal health was also registered.
Outside of these areas, most least developed countries in the region have not made much
progress. Progress in Palestine was greatly hampered because of the Israeli occupation;

•

Millions more in the Arab region now have access to safe drinking water and improved
sanitation, even though the rural-urban divide has deepened. The destruction of infrastructure due
to conflict has prevented sufficient progress towards the targets of the seventh Millennium
Development Goal in some parts of the region;

•

There is a need for a genuine assessment and critical analysis of progress towards achieving the
Millennium Development Goals that uncovers the real factors of success and failure. Countries,
Governments and other development stakeholders must be encouraged to undertake this critical
assessment of progress given that substantive change cannot be achieved by accelerating business
as usual, but mostly by changing the rules of the game and selecting the factors and dynamics that
have greater impact, rather than concentrating on one target;

•

Despite important constraints on fiscal space, national efforts for the implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals should be maintained and critical policy interventions must be
prioritized to accelerate achievement. For sustainability, progress should be institutionalized and
mainstreamed in national or local development plans;

•

While the Millennium Development Goals were not framed to encompass the entire development
agenda at the national and global levels, they have succeeded in placing key sustainability
objectives at the forefront of decision-making in the Arab region. Factors discussed by the
participants that constrain the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals include
political, governance and cultural factors. Sustainable development can never be achieved without
the prevalence of peace and stability. Good governance and respect for human rights are
indispensable for an inclusive development agenda, and bad governance represents a major threat
to development;

•

It is of the utmost importance for future sustainable development goals to be rooted in a solid
narrative that provides an encompassing conceptual framework, including issues of governance,
peace, security and culture.

Poverty and hunger
•

Extreme poverty, hunger and undernourishment remain a major challenge in the Arab region,
especially in its least developed countries. However, the challenge is not confined to those
countries. Gains in reducing poverty were reversed due to political instability and conflicts in a
number of middle income countries, and many countries in the region remain vulnerable to food
shortages. There is a need to reinforce a positive nexus between natural resource management,
poverty and hunger. For example, enhancing water use efficiency and preventing land
degradation to improve agricultural production is expected to help address food security
challenges in the region;
10

•

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Special attention needs to be awarded to the situation of refugees and internally displaced persons
so as to secure their basic right to food, but also to the receiving host communities whose
economic situation has been severely affected. The global community needs to assume its
responsibilities in supporting host countries.

Adopting progressive social policies and social protection systems
•

The Millennium Development Goal approach in several Arab countries has suffered from a focus
on quick fixes and narrow-scale interventions, and has to a large extent neglected the issue of
inequality. A comprehensive, coherent and coordinated approach to development is needed,
including the adoption of progressive social policies and protection systems;

•

A universal social protection floor that includes all social groups, persons with disabilities and
geographical regions is needed as a step towards achieving equal opportunity for all and
promoting social justice and good governance. It is also an important mechanism for sustaining
development gains in the future. A minimum social protection floor is affordable in most Arab
countries given that the cost is often lower than the current cost of subsidies.

Driving inclusive development and promoting growth with equity
•

While the Arab region has performed relatively well in terms of aggregate economic growth
compared to other developing regions, growth has however been mostly confined to the oil sector
and to an expanding service sector in low-value added activities. In addition, the majority of
citizens have not reaped the benefits of economic growth and distribution of wealth was not
inclusive, leading to sub-national inequalities;

•

There must be a focus on inclusive growth through a more diversified economic structure and
macroeconomic policies must be rethought to achieve this objective. Creation of productive
employment is central in this new vision of inclusive growth;

•

Any future monitoring framework for economic development should capture sub-national
inequalities and target the poorest segments of the population;

•

Participation of all segments of society, including persons with disabilities, in development and
policy-setting must be institutionalized within a human rights framework.

Emphasizing gender equality and women’s empowerment
•

Despite progress in terms of gender parity in education, the region faces major challenges in
terms of gender equality and women’s empowerment. The labour force participation rate is the
lowest in the world and female representation in parliaments is lagging behind the rest of the
world;

•

The post-2015 agenda must put forward concrete goals and targets to achieve real gender equality
and women participation at all levels of policy-making. Policy responses by countries must
reflect the important spill over effects of gender equality and empowerment on all development
objectives, including education, child mortality and economic growth.

Enhancing the quality of services
•

The Millennium Development Goals focus mainly on the quantitative dimension of development
rather than the qualitative dimension and many Arab countries performed well according to the
majority of these indicators. For example, improvements in the enrolment rates in many
countries in the region was not accompanied by equal improvements in the quality of education.
Similarly, access to water, as measured by the Millennium Development Goal indicators
improved in a number of Arab countries. However, those indicators did not take into account the
quality of water resources or the intermittency of the service.
11

(g)

New regional partnerships for financing development
•

(h)

(i)

Measuring progress
•

A true data revolution is needed to facilitate monitoring and evaluation and ensure greater
accountability at different levels. There was consensus on the need to double the efforts of the
Arab region in strengthening and improving data generation, analysis and dissemination.
Innovative tools are needed to measure progress against the goals based on lessons learned from
the Millennium Development Goals. Success stories from the region include tailoring
Millennium Development Goals at the national and sub-national levels by adapting them to the
city level and proposing city targets and indicators, for example;

•

More efforts should be exerted to reconcile international and national sources of statistics and
information. The use of credible national data should be encouraged in assessing progress and
preparing national and regional reports, and in the production of practical tools for monitoring at
the national and sub-national levels;

•

Particular efforts are needed to devise a mechanism to measure progress in the achievement of the
eighth Millennium Development Goal, and Arab countries should consider issuing a regional
report on gaps in its achievement.

From global to local
•

(j)

The global and regional environment for partnership has changed drastically in recent years. The
share of the traditional donor countries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development’s Development Assistance Committee is decreasing, and new developmental
partnerships are emerging. It is therefore important to forge a new regional partnership for
development that brings together a range of different actors including Governments, the private
sector, non-governmental organizations and international and regional organizations.

In the global-to-local continuum, there is a need to further clarify the accountability framework
that underpinned Millennium Development Goal implementation as it might impact post-2015
negotiations and agreements. Meeting participants noted that issues of global trade and global
financing, among others, undoubtedly affected progress in attaining the Goals. Going forward,
we need to ensure that the sustainability narrative or future goals explicitly consider the following
four levels: global, regional, national and local.

Follow-up actions
•

The meeting recommended that the outputs of the Arab Forum be submitted to the League of
Arab States, to the next Ministerial Session of ESCWA (June 2014) and to the 2014 Annual
Ministerial Review (July 2014). The Government of Jordan, as host of the event, will participate
in the ECOSOC Substantive Session and transmit key messages to the Annual Ministerial
Review.
D. SESSION 3: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
THAT SUPPORT ARAB REGIONAL PRIORITIES

12. The session addressed the issue of young people as a catalyst for sustainable development in the Arab
region. The session presented a proposal for a set of sustainable development goals that meet the needs of
the Arab region, on the basis of the document “Sustainable Development Goals: An Arab Regional
Perspective”, prepared by ESCWA. The proposal focused on the regional context; the key principles,
priorities and transformational changes needed to achieve sustainable development; provided a critical
review of goals proposed by the global community in terms of suitability for the Arab region; and developed
12

a set of goals and targets that Arab negotiators must promote in the coming period. Two member State
representatives (Tunisia and Egypt) participating in the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development
Goals presented their views based on global progress achieved thus far.
(a)

(b)

Young Arabs as a catalyst for sustainable development in the region
•

The Arab region is facing two important transformations: democratic and demographic.
Nevertheless, it has yet to reap the benefits of both transformations. Young people have not
benefited from the political changes that occurred in several Arab countries and their political
participation has not improved because institutional frameworks have not changed. Furthermore,
youth unemployment rates in the region are very high, especially among young women, leading
to high migration;

•

Youth issues should be clearly mainstreamed into future sustainable development goals. The
following five themes have surfaced as priorities for young people in the region from crowdsourcing exercises: education; employment and entrepreneurship; health; peace and security; and
participation and governance;

•

Efforts must be exerted to halt violent behaviour and addiction to drugs among young people in
the region. More research on the reasons behind such phenomena and ways of addressing them is
needed.

An Arab proposal on sustainable development goals
•

The Arab region needs goals that address its challenges and development priorities. The
sustainable development goal formulation process is political and its outcomes might or might not
coincide with regional priorities. There is therefore a need to give momentum to Arab negotiators
to push forward a regional agenda. The paper on sustainable development goals developed by
ESCWA attempted to capture the outcomes of regional processes and consultations by proposing
a small set of goals that are not necessarily comprehensive, but focus on major regional priorities.
The conceptual framework puts human rights and well-being at the core, linking them to
sustainable resource use, global commons, governance issues and global partnerships;

•

Shortcomings in the Millennium Development Goals are widely acknowledged and should be
addressed in the sustainable development goals. Additional challenges include the need to
address a broader range of issues that are priorities for the region, while acknowledging that each
country will have its own set of priorities and constraints;

•

A number of issues were deemed critically important for the region, including peace and security
(with a specific target for ending the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land); good governance;
reducing poverty and inequality; and securing water, energy and food. Although the draft version
of the ESCWA paper included these issues, a number of participants were of the view that the
revised version of the paper should have them as stand-alone goals. In addition, participants
recognized and supported the full integration of environment across all goals and targets as well
as the mainstreaming of gender and youth;

•

It is important to look beyond income poverty at other poverty dimensions, such as access to
quality health and education services, unemployment and inequality. There are no global
guidelines for addressing inequality, with Governments opting for specific national policy
decisions. There is also a need to reconsider the money-metric poverty line of United States
dollars ($) 1.25. At this level, poverty in the Arab region amounts to 4 per cent, but if the level is
raised to $3, poverty rates increase significantly;

•

There is a need for an integrated framework for sustainable development goals that embeds the
environment across all goals, rather than in one separate goal. UNEP experts have identified
criteria and a methodology for developing interlinked environmental targets;
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(c)

•

The controversy at the global level around the inclusion of goals on peace and security,
governance and sustainable consumption and production was recognized. The goal on global
partnerships and means of implementation represents a particular challenge, given that it
necessitates changes to the rules of partnerships and tackling structural obstacles. Some
participants stressed the need to frame goals differently by focusing on enablers, including
adequate and transparent public resources, improved productive capacities and social protection;

•

Participants found that the ESCWA paper provided a valid narrative and a good proposal for
goals that could be built upon. Some issues were found to be missing from the proposal, such as
ecosystem services, production capacities, economic growth and diversification, disaster risk
reduction, debt relief and sustainable transportation;

•

Some participants suggested that more focus should be placed on health issues, including
HIV/AIDS, health problems related to pollution and non-communicable diseases. Some
participants also pointed out that, unless indicators are provided, some of the targets, such as
quality education and effective institutions, remained open to interpretation;

•

Participants stressed that the post-2015 development agenda should not be transformed into a
mechanism for exerting political pressure on developing countries or imposing conditionality on
support;

•

It was pointed out that some priorities are region specific and may not necessarily be adopted
globally. They would be included in the Arab Strategic Framework on Sustainable Development
which is currently under development by ESCWA, the League of Arab States and UNEP.

Follow-up actions
•

Participants provided important comments and suggestions for the ESCWA paper on sustainable
development goals. They were invited to provide written suggestions before 20 April 2014 to be
taken into consideration by ESCWA in the preparation of a revised version of the document, prior
to its dissemination to Arab negotiators. The revised paper will also be submitted to CAMRE and
the Council of Arab Social Affairs Ministers at their next session in preparation for its submission
to the upcoming Arab Economic and Social Development Summit in early 2015.
E. SESSION 4: PROPOSAL FOR AN ARAB STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

13. The session presented the Proposal for an Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development,
2015-2025, prepared by ESCWA in cooperation with UNEP and the League of Arab States (Department of
Environment, Housing, Water Resources and Sustainable Development) at the request of CAMRE. The
Framework is an update of the Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region and reflects ongoing
and emerging challenges and opportunities for the Arab region. The session also discussed the Proposed
Framework for a Green Economy Investment Roadmap for the Arab Region, which is considered as one of
the operational arms of the Strategic Framework. Experiences from Arab countries and other regions in
linking green economy to national sustainable development agendas were also presented.
(a)

Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region: lessons learned
•

The Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region was launched in 2002 at the World
Summit on Sustainable Development as a type II initiative and has been implemented in the Arab
region over the past 12 years. Several lessons can be learned from this experience, which are
documented in the various progress reports prepared by the League of Arab States. While many
of the priorities originally included in the Initiative are still relevant today, CAMRE requested
that it be updated to take into account emerging challenges and be developed into a new Strategic
Framework for Sustainable Development. The Arab experience in developing regional
sustainable development indicators is instrumental in that exercise.
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(b)

(c)

Proposed Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development
•

The preparation of the proposed Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development
followed a consultative process with various stakeholders. The main improvements compared to
the Sustainable Development Initiative include the addition of emerging priorities such as water,
energy and food security; climate change; and green economy. A section on means of
implementation was included that highlighted the need to enhance cooperation in the region and
find mechanisms for funding relevant programs;

•

The Arab Strategic Framework stresses the need to build on existing Arab strategies and action
plans (such as those on sustainable consumption and production, water, energy and education)
and on existing commitments to global agreements, such as the multilateral environmental
agreements, so as to avoid duplication of efforts;

•

Green economy represents one of several possible operational arms for the Arab Strategic
Framework, and global and regional environments currently provide fertile grounds for green
economy. The Framework for a Green Economy Investment Roadmap for the Arab Region, as
proposed by ESCWA, is a step in that direction and responds to a CAMRE request to identify the
best green economy policies and priorities for the region; the size of the requested investment;
and the green financing mechanisms available. The Green Economy Investment Roadmap aims
to address gaps in vision, information, resources and enabling environments, and includes a
number of components, including a stock-taking report, a green economy policy toolbox, a
financing strategy and a capacity-building programme;

•

Numerous success stories in green economy exist in various regions of the world and in different
sectors that can inspire action in the Arab region. The African Union programme on green
economy is a notable example. A major challenge to advance green economy is the development
of adequate policies that favour the reallocation of capital in the right direction. The region should
benefit from the potential for green technology leap-frogging to improve the environmental
performance of its growing industrial base;

•

The institutional set-up in support of sustainable development and green economy is very
important. In Jordan, for example, the Supreme National Committee on Sustainable Development
is co-chaired by the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation and the Ministry of
Environment. This has provided a good potential for cross-government initiatives, such as the
green economy scoping study which was completed in 2010;

•

Participants found the Arab Strategic Framework to be comprehensive overall. They stressed the
need for a convergence of priorities between the Arab proposed sustainable development goals
and the Framework. Some participants suggested the addition of issues such as dealing with
globalization, tackling HIV/AIDS in line with the Arab AIDS Strategy, geological risk
management and access to disaster risk information. A green economy approach to sustainable
development must take into account the specificities of each country. More studies were therefore
needed at the national level.

Follow-up actions
•

Participants provided important comments on the Strategic Framework and the Green Economy
Investment Roadmap. They were invited to provide written suggestions before 20 April 2014 for
consideration by ESCWA in the preparation of a revised version of both documents, to be
submitted to the next CAMRE session in preparation for their submission to the next Arab
Economic and Social Development Summit in early 2015.
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F. SESSION 5: MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
14. The session considered the means needed to support the implementation of the new sustainable
development agenda in the Arab region. In particular, research and development and technology gaps were
discussed, notably in critical sectors like water, energy and food, in addition to domestic and regional
resources that could be mobilized to bridge the persistent knowledge gap.
(a)

(b)

(c)

Technology, research and development
•

There are multiple gaps that need to be bridged in the region, namely digital, technology and
knowledge gaps. These gaps exist between countries, within the same country and between
generations and could have multiple causes. Numerous tools are available for harnessing
technology for development and supporting a knowledge society. The proposed sustainable
development goals need a stronger focus on technology, including critical sectoral technologies
for the region (e.g. water technologies), and means of exploiting existing traditional knowledge;

•

The costs involved in the acquisition of technology in the Arab region are high relative to the
outcomes achieved from its use. Technology transfer cannot take place without a supporting
scientific research environment and adequate levels of investment. Politicians look for quick
returns and therefore do not favour investments in long-term research projects. The private sector
is willing to invest in technology transfer if an enabling environment is provided. True global
partnerships and regional mechanisms are needed to operationalize technology transfer;

•

Research and development in the agricultural sector is of particular importance for the Arab
region, given that it is a net importer of food and the largest grain importer worldwide. Research
and development can play a positive role in bridging the yield gap by allowing more food
production with fewer resources. The challenge of modernizing the agricultural sector requires
the use of different technology transfer approaches that benefit rural communities, such as farmer
field schools and innovation platforms.

Water-energy-food nexus
•

Access to drinking water and sanitation is a human right. There are short-term and longer-term
solutions to the Arab water crisis, including wastewater treatment and reuse and tackling physical
leaks in the distribution network, which sometimes result in the loss of up to 80 per cent of water.
Longer term solutions are more difficult, with limited options for increased capacity. The key
solution is technology for smarter water use;

•

Achieving a positive water-energy-food nexus in the region is possible but requires policy
coherence between the three sectors. Technology also plays a key role in ensuring smarter water
use, especially technological advancements in desalination and agriculture;

•

There should be a consistent approach to the issue of water in the sustainable development goals
in the Arab region that should meet the objectives of the Arab Water Strategy, taking into account
the lessons learned from the Millennium Development Goals.

Follow-up actions
•

Participants agreed that true global partnerships and regional mechanisms were needed to finance
sustainable development and facilitate technology transfer. In particular, there was a call to
decouple regional and international development financing (Arab Development Banks and
international donors) from political positions in the light of tensions in the region. These issues
must be reflected in the Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development.
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IV. MAJOR GROUPS SIDE EVENT
15. A background on current global-level post-2015 processes was provided along with the major groups’
positions and reactions to the 19 focus areas developed by the Open Working Group. Participants were
informed about the Sustainable Development Goals e-Inventory and the upcoming SD2015 advocacy toolkit
prepared by the Stakeholder Forum for a Sustainable Future, and examples from the e-Inventory analysis
were provided as discussion tools. Participants gathered in small groups to discuss the Open Working
Group’s focus areas and develop regional priorities, divergences from the major groups’ positions and
proposals for regional goals and targets. Major group representatives made interventions during the plenary
sessions of the Arab Forum that focused on the following:
(a) Gender equality and women empowerment: there was a call for the full implementation of the
fundamental rights of women and girls, including access to justice, the elimination of violence against
women and girls, a ban on forced underage marriage, access to economic and natural resources and
participation in formal employment. Equality between men and women in political, social and economic life
and decision-making was emphasized from a social justice perspective;
(b) Youth and children: there was a call for access to quality education; the provision of decent
employment for all, including young women; and the promotion of an enabling environment for innovation.
Participation of young people in decision-making and their access to information were also highlighted;
(c) Food and agriculture: the food sovereignty principle was emphasized as was the need to help
local farmers and producers, not only by developing their productivity but also by increasing the added value
of their produce, and giving priority to investments that satisfied local food and nutrition security. There was
a call for the development of a common regional strategy to ensure food security, build strategic food
reserves to protect against any crises and adopt a unified mechanism for trade. Responsible investments in
agriculture that adopted a human rights approach and protected and preserved traditional knowledge needed
to be encouraged. Enhancing food security and the right to food in areas suffering from protracted crises
should be a top priority.
V. UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
SIDE EVENT ON INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
16. The side event focused on industrialization as a driver of development in the Arab region. The
following UNIDO vision for promoting industrialization that is inclusive and sustainable was presented:
(a) Long term development can only be achieved through strong, inclusive and resilient industrial
and economic growth that integrates the social and environmental dimensions. The Secretary-General’s
High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda calls for a transformation of
economies for jobs and inclusive growth and specifies industrialization as an important strategy to achieve
this;
(b) The overlap between public and private interests in sustainable development is becoming
increasingly clear, and the development and implementation of the post-2015 agenda will require an
unprecedented level of partnership between businesses, Governments, civil society and other key
stakeholders;
(c) Means for engaging and partnering with the private sector need to consider how businesses can
best contribute to global sustainability.
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VI. CONCLUDING SESSION
17. The concluding session revisited the functions and organizational aspects of the Arab Forum on
Sustainable Development in light of the overall discussions. Closing remarks by Forum partners followed.
Agenda, functions and organizational aspects of the Arab Forum on Sustainable Development
•

It was stressed that sustainable development cannot be reduced to the environment.
Environmental integration should not be carried out in a mechanical way. Instead, an integrated
approach to development should be promoted through the Arab Forum. Governmental
representation at the Forum should be decided by Governments according to national
circumstances. However, it was important to ensure large and balanced participation of
representatives from governmental institutions related to the political, financial, economic, social
and environmental sectors. Participation of major groups was to be maintained;

•

The agenda of the Arab Forum should be flexible and action-oriented to allow it to address
emerging issues. Preparations for the Forum at the national level need to be institutionalized and
could provide input to the agenda of the Arab Forum. Regional reports on sustainable
development could be prepared based on national reports;

•

The Arab Forum is seen as an intergovernmental regional platform for promoting an integrated
and balanced approach to the three dimensions of sustainable development at the regional level.
The Forum should review progress, generate political impetus and launch regional partnerships
and actions to advance sustainable development. It should be a catalyst for a strengthened global
partnership for sustainable development, providing political leadership grounded in solid science;

•

The Forum should be a space where best practices are discussed and solutions are found. It should
provide political leadership and recommendations for sustainable development in the Arab region
and should follow-up and review progress in implementing Arab sustainable development
strategies, frameworks and commitments. Globally, the forum should serve to prepare for
meetings and deliberations of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development and
provide regional perspective to its agenda;

•

To match the four year cycle of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, it
was proposed that the Arab Forum would be held at the level of Heads of States as part of the
Arab Economic and Social Development Summit when the Forum was held at the General
Assembly level. That was expected to have positive spill-over effects on the functions of the
League of Arab States, by promoting an integrated approach. In other years, the Arab Forum
would be held by ESCWA at the ministerial and expert levels.
VII. EVALUATION OF THE MEETING

18. An evaluation questionnaire was distributed to assess the relevance, effectiveness and impact of the
Forum. A total of 62 participants responded to the questionnaire. The majority of the respondents rated the
overall quality of the meeting as high. Most respondents thought the Forum papers prepared by ESCWA as
well as the presentations to be of good quality. Respondents commended the clarity of the meeting
objectives while many thought that it met its objectives and provided a good opportunity for networking and
experience sharing among experts. When asked about the need for follow-up regarding the results of the
meeting, most of the respondents were positive. In view of the importance of the topic, participants requested
to maintain momentum by finalizing the regional sustainable development goals proposal and the Arab
Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development, taking into consideration the comments of member
States. Proposals to address national and regional mechanisms of implementation and follow-up were also
raised.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
A. HIGH-LEVEL GUEST
Jordan
H.R.H el-Hasan Bin Talal
Chair of the United Nation’s Advisory Board
on Water and Sanitation
Majlis el-Hassan
The Royal Hashemite Court
E-mail: majlis@majliselhassan.org
B. MEMBER STATES
Bahrain

Iraq

Khaled Mohamed Altamimi
Minister Plenipotentiary
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
E-mail: kmt222@yahoo.com

Ban Ali Abood al-Ogaili
Chief Engineer
Regional and Local Development Directorate
Ministry of Planning
E-mail: alogaili_ban@yahoo.com

Tawfeeq Ahmed Almansoor
Ambassador
Director of Organizations Directorate
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
E-mail: talmansoor@mofa.gov.bh

Ali Qasim Mahmood
Engineer
Ministry of Environment
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Jordan

Maha Abdalla Hamad Sabt
Statistician
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E-mail: maha.as@cio.gov.bh

Hakam M. al-Alami
Advisor to HRH Prince el-Hassan on Water and
Sanitation
Majlis el-Hassan Royal Palace
E-mail: halami@majliselhassan.org

Egypt
Omar Abou Eich
Deputy Assistant Minister for International
Cooperation for Development
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
E-mail: oeich@hotmail.com
omar.aboueich@mfa.gov.eg

Erica Harper
Senior Advisor
Executive Director, West Asia and North Africa
Majlis el-Hassan ABA Rule of Law Initiative
Middle East and North Africa Division
E-mail: harper.erica@me.com
eharper@aba-mideast.org

Hussein Abaza
Advisor to the Minister
State Ministry of the Environment
E-mail: Hussein.m.abaza@gmail.com

Falha Brizat
Press Secretary
Majlis Elhassan
E-mail: falha.br@gmail.com

Safaa Wahba
Consultant
Egyptian Enviromental Affairs Agency
E-mail: planningfollowup1@yahoo.com

Basem Qardan
Advisor to the Minister
Ministry of Industry and Trade
E-mail: bassem.q@mit.gov.jo
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*

Issued as submitted.
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Jordan (continued)

Hiam Kalimat Tuguz
Member of Parliament
Expert on Sustainable Development and Good
Urban Governance
E-mail: hkalimat@gmail.com

Salma Ahmad Dawud
Ministry of Industry and Trade
E-mail: salma.d@mit.gov.jo

Raya al-Silwani
Public relations
E-mail: raya_silwani@yahoo.com

Basma Alshatti
Planning Department
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources
E-mail: basma.al-shatti@memr.gov.jo

Hiba Ghassan al-Sharif
Technical Researcher and Coordinator
Jordan Network
E-mail: hiba.alsharif@gmail.com

Basem Telfah
Secretary General
Ministry of Water and Irrigation

Rafat Assi
Executive Director of Energy, Water, and
Environment Cluster
Royal Scientific Society
E-mail: rafat.assi@rss.jo

Ali Subah
Secretary General Assistant for Technical Affairs
Ministry of Water and Irrigation
E-mail: ali_subah@mwi.gov.jo
Khaled Adwan
Director of Planning Directorate
Ministry of Health
E-mail: elham197610@yahoo.com

Muhammad Saidam
Executive Director, Knowledge Sector
Royal Scientific Society
E-mail: muhammad.saidam@rss.jo

Ashraf Nawaf al-Nawfleh
Consultant on gynecology and obstetrics
Ministry of Health
E-mail: dashraf1962@yahoo.com

Seren Shahin
Director, Drivers of Change Institute
Royal Scientific Society

Mahmoud Fararjeh
Veterinarian
Ministry of Health
E-mail: aqsavet@gmail.com

Yazan Khrais
Development and Events Coordinator
Royal Scientific Society
E-mail: yazan-khrais@rss.gov.jo

Omar Hamza
Secretary General
Ministry of Social Development
E-mail: omar.hamza1961@yahoo.com

Alia Braizat
Network Technical and Outreach Coordinator
Royal Scientific Society
E-mail: alia@ehsc.jo

Mohammad Ahmad Abu Gazla
Director General of Planning and Research
Ministry of Education
E-mail: m_ghazleh@hotmail.com

Kuwait
Abdulaziz Mohamed Alsayigh
Development Support Supervisor
General Secretariat Supreme Council for Planning
and Development
E-mail: azizalsaigh@yahoo.com

Saleh Jaradat
Advisor for Development Affairs
Director of Planning and Development
Department
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
E-mail: saleh.jaradat@yahoo.com

Nouf al-Etaibey
Researcher, International Economic Cooperation
Department
International Organization Division
Ministry of Planning
E-mail: nalotaibi39@gmail.com
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Lebanon

Hamed Bin Jaber Bin al-Mahrooqi
Director General, Services Sectors Development
General Secretariat, Supreme Council for
Planning and Development
E-mail: hmahrooqi@scp.gov.om

Ali Mawla
Deputy Chief of Mission
Embassy of Lebanon in Jordan
E-mail: amawla@hotmail.com

Palestine
Mariana al-Khayat al-Sabouri
Head, Department of Public Relations and
Conferences
General Secretary, National Committee of
Population
Ministry of Social Affairs
E-mail: drmariana@hotmail.com

Jamil S. Mtoor
Acting Chair
Environment Quality Authority
E-mail: jameel_mtr@hotmail.com
Zaghloul Samhan
Director General of Policies and Planning
Environment Quality Authority
E-mail: zaghloulsamhan@hotmail.com

Ghassan al-Sayah
Senior Advisor
Ministry of Environment
E-mail: R.Rahmeh@moe.gov.lb

Ahmed Abbas
Advisor
Ministry of Planning and Administrative
Development
E-mail: aabbas@mop.gov.ps

Libya
Abdulatif Altounsi
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Planning
E-mail: a.altounsi@planning.gov.ly

Amir Dawoud
Director of Social Services Department
Ministry of Planning
E-mail: adaoud@mop.gov.ps

Hasan Mohamed Walli
Director, Economic and Social Planning
Directorate
Economic Researcher
Ministry of Planning
E-mail: hassanwali320@yahoo.com

Qatar
Abdelhadi al-Marri
Director, Climate Change Department
Ministry of Environment
E-mail: anmarri@moe.gov.qa

Morroco

Yousif al-Dosari
Specialist Population Analysis
Ministry of Development
E-mail: y.aldosari@gsdp.gov.qa

Mohammed Maktit
Head, Division of Planification and Prospective
Ministry of Energy, Mining, Water and
Environment
E-mail: m.maktit@gmail.com

Badi al-Badi
Deputy director, International Cooperation and
Trade Agreement Deptartment
Ministry of Business and Trade
E-mail: balbadi@mbt.gov.qa

Oman
Suaad Mohamed al-Fadhil
Director, Technical Cooperation Department
General Secretariat, Supreme Council for
Planning and Development
E-mail: suadfadhel61@hotmail.com

Saudi Arabia
Abdullah Almarwani
Deputy Assistant for Planning
Ministry of Economy and Planning
E-mail: amarwani@planning.gov.sa

Ahmed Zaher Shaikhan al-Hinai
Director, Environmental Planning
Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs
E-mail: ahmed.alhinai@meca.gov.om
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Saudi Arabia (continued)

Tunisia

Bandar Abdulaziz Mohammed al-Waily
Deputy Minister for Planning
Ministry of Economy and Planning
E-mail: wayly@yahoo.com

Elyes Lakhal
Counsellor Economic Affairs
Permanent Mission of Tunisia to the United
Nations
E-mail: elyeslakhal@yahoo.fr

Hatim Abdulkareem al-Khayyat
Head of Economic and Cultural Affairs
Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Jordan
E-mail: hatimkh1@hotmail.com

Lotfi Ben Said
Director
Ministry of Equipment, Spatial Planning and
Sustainable Development
E-mail: b.said.lotfi@gmail.com

Sudan
Hassan Abdulgadir Hilal
Minister of Environment, Forestry and Physical
Development

United Arab Emirates
Nada Abubaker
Director, Planning and Decision Department
Ministry of Economy
E-mail: nada@economy.ae

Sayed Hag Elnour Ahmed
General Director, Strategic Planning Department
Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Physical
Development
E-mail: azroog@yahoo.com

Yemen
Abdulilah Shaiban
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Industry and Trade
E-mail: shaiban1962@gmail.com

Omima Saide Saeed
Inspector
Ministry of Commerce
E-mail: omima7777@hotmail.com

Abdullah Abdulelah Noman
General Director of Social Development
Ministry of Planning
E-mail: abd.noman777@gmail.com

Sumaia Omer Gamie
Head, Physical Development Department
Ministry of Environment
E-mail: somiajamie@gmail.com

Rashad Ali Helal
Head of Human Studies Sector
Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation
E-mail: rashadali22003@gmail.com

Syrian Arab Republic
Fadlala Garzaldeen
Deputy Chief
Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation
E-mail: fadlalagarz@hotmail.com

C. UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS
United Nations

Regional Commissions New York Office

Ahmad Alhendawi
Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth
New York
E-mail: alhendawia@un.org

Amr Nour
Director
New York
E-mail: nour@un.org
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D. REGIONAL COORDINATION MECHANISM
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

Abdelsalam Ould Ahmed
Assistant Director-General and Regional
Representative
Egypt
E-mail: abdessalam.ouldahmed@fao.org

Abdallah Zoubi
P and D Adviser
Egypt
E-mail: zoubi@unfpa.org

United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP)

Jean-François Klein
Chief, Regional Programming Services
Egypt
E-mail: kleinj@ilo.org

International Labour Organization (ILO)

Adel Abdellatif
Chief, Regional Programme Division
Regional Bureau for Arab States
New York
E-mail: adel.abdellatif@undp.org

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNISDR)
Lars Bernd
Regional Programme Officer
Egypt
E-mail: bernd@un.org

Gustavo Fernando Gonzalez
Subregional Development Coordinator for the
Syrian crisis
Subregional Facility
Jordan
E-mail: gustavo.gonzalez@undp.org

United Nations High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR)
Francois Reybet-Degat
Deputy Director
Middle East and North Africa Bureau
Jordan
E-mail: reybetd@unhcr.org

UNAIDS
Yamna Isgueni Chakkar
Regional Manager
Egypt
E-mail: chakkarY@unaids.org

Shaden Khallaf
Senior Policy Officer
Middle East and North Africa Bureau
Jordan
E-mail: khallafs@unhcr.org

Erik Lamontagne
Regional Adviser
Egypt
E-mail: lamontagnee@unaids.org

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF)

UN-WOMEN

Samman J. Thapa
Social Policy Specialist
Jordan
E-mail: sthapa@unicef.org

Mohammed Naciri
Deputy Regional Director
Egypt
E-mail: mohammad.naciri@unwomen.org

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO)

United Nations Education, Sciences and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)

Giovanna Ceglie
Representative and Director of the Regional
Office
Egypt
E-mail: g.ceglie@unido.org

Sulieman A. Sulieman
Programme Specialist STV
Lebanon
E-mail: s.sulieman@unesco.org
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United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) (continued)

World Health Organization (WHO)
Ahmad Basel al-Yousfi
Director
Regional Center for Environmental Health Action
Egypt
E-mail: postmaster@emro.who.int
alyousfia@ceha.emro.who.int
who@jor.emro.who.int

Gerardo Patacconi
Chief, Clusters and Business Linkages Unit
Business, Investment and Technology Services
Branch
Geneva
E-mail: g.patacconi@unido.org
Joaquín Fuentes Cardona
Consultant-knowledge management
Geneva
E-mail: J.Fuentes-Cardona@unido.org

UN-Habitat
Iman Zaki Abdel Hamid
Urban Specialist/Programme Officer
Officer in charge
Jordan Office
Jordan
E-mail: Iman.zaki@unhabitat.org

United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
Carlo Scaramella
Deputy Regional Director
Egypt
E-mail: carlo.scaramella@wfp.org

E. REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Arab Countries Water Utilities Association
(ACWUA)

Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI)
Chan Ho Park
Director, Abu Dhabi Office
United Arab Emirates
E-mail: chanho.park@gggi.org

Khaldon Khashman
Secretary General
Jordan
E-mail: khaldon_khashman@acwua.org

Norbert Maass
Germany
E-mail: n.maass@gggi.org

Jarrah Alzubi
Technical Advisor
Jordan
E-mail: Jarrah_Alzubi@acwua.org
International Center for Agricultural Research in
the Dry Areas (ICARDA)
Halim Ben Haj Salah
Regional Coordinator for West Asia
Jordan
E-mail: H.BenHajSalah@CGIAR.ORG

F. MAJOR GROUPS
1. Academia and research centres
Arabian Gulf University

Asma Abahussain
Associate Professor of Geology/Geochemistry
Bahrain
E-mail: asma@agu.edu.bh
dr.asma.abahussain@gmail.com

Waleed Khalil Ebrahim Jasim Zubari
Director, Water Resources Management Program
Bahrain
E-mail: waleed@agu.edu.bh
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University of Bahrain

Environment Research Center/University of
Technology, Baghdad

Najat Mohamed Isa Abdulla Eshaqi
Assistant Professor
College of Engineering
E-mail: najat_mohd@yahoo.com

Mukdad al-Khateeb
Head, Department of Sustainable Development
E-mail: mukdadalkhateeb@yahoo.com

Gulf Research Center

German-Jordanian University

Mohamed Abdelraouf Abdelhamid Aly
Global Focal Point of Science and Technology
Egypt
E-mail: mhdraouf@yahoo.com

Tareq Nesheiwat
Environmental Engineering Student
Jordan
E-mail: tareq.nesheiwat@gmail.com

2. Non-govermental organizations
African Forum for Agricultural Advisory Services
(AFAAS)

Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND)

Hala Ahmed Mohamed Yousry
Head of Rural Sociology Department
Egypt
E-mail: halayousryy@hotmail.com

Ziad Abdul Samad
Executive Director
Lebanon
E-mail: abdel.samad@annd.org
ziadas@gmail.com
annd@annd.org

Association pour la Protection de
l’Environnement et le Developpment Durable de
Bizerte

Lebanese Physical Handicapped Union
Silvana el-Lakkis
Head
Lebanon
E-mail: sylvanalakkis@gmail.com

Najoua Bouraoui Monastiri
President
Tunisia
E-mail: najwa_bourawi@yahoo.fr

Sameya Bou Hassan
National Coordinator for Disability Monitor
Lebanon
E-mail: sameyabh@gmail.com

Arab network for Environment and Development
(RAED)
Emadeldin Adly Abdelaziz Nada
General Coordinator
Egypt
E-mail: eadly@hotmail.com;
info@raednetwork.org

Environment Society of Oman
Mehdi Jaafar
Vice President
Oman
E-mail: mehdi.jaaffar@gmail.com

Arab Forum for Environment and Development
(AFED)

Arab Group for the Protection of Nature (APN)
Najib Saab
Secretary General
Lebanon
E-mail: nsaab@afedonline.org
nwsaab@gmail.com

Mariam Jaajaa
General Manager
Jordan
E-mail: mariamjaajaa@gmail.com
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International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)

Islamic Relief Worldwide

Nadia Shabana
Program Coordinator
Jordan
E-mail: Nadia.shabana@ituc-csi.org

Michelle Catherine Gyeney
Policy and Research Analyst
United Kingdom
E-mail: Michelle.Gyeney@irworldwide.org

Arab Thought Forum

Stakeholder Forum for a Sustainable Future

Rana Arafat
Deputy Secretary General
Jordan
E-mail: ranaarafat@yahoo.com

Ian Michael Fenn
Programme Manager
United Kingdom
E-mail: ifenn@stakeholderforum.org

Emirates Environmental Group (EEG)
Habiba al-Marashi
Chair
United Arab Emirates
E-mail: eeg@emirates.net.ae
3. Women
Center of Arab Women for Training and Research
(CAWTAR)
Atidel Mejbri
Head of Information and Training Center
Tunisia
E-mail: atidel@yahoo.com,
media@cawtar.org
4. Children and youth
Mohammad Mazin el-Amayireh
TUNZA Youth Advisor for West Asia
Jordan
E-mail: Mohamad_mazan2007@yahoo.com

Tareq Ahmed Abdo Hassan
Chair, International Youth Council
Yemen
E-mail: yemen@chapters.internationalyouthcouncil.com

Kahkashan Basu
Representative of Children and Youth
United Arab Emirates
E-mail: kehkashanbasu@gmail.com
5. Experts
Cameron Ian Allen
Expert on Sustainable Development
Australia
E-mail: cameronallen01@hotmail.com

Ibrahim Abdel Gelil
Professor, Academic Chair, Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan Aal Nahayan for Energy and Environment
Arabian Gulf University
Bahrain
E-mail: ebrahimas@agu.edu.bh
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Ahmed Fikry A. Wahab
Egypt
E-mail: ahmed.f.a.wahab@gmail.com

Mohammed al-Esaili
USAID Contractor/Biosolids Technical
Coordinator
AECOM
Jordan
E-mail: malesaili@engicon.com

Odeh al-Jayyousi
Consultant on Sustainable Development
Jordan
E-mail: odjayousi@gmail.com
o.jayousi@sdp-professionals.com

Rania Taha
USAID Contractor/Network Manager
AECOM
Jordan
E-mail: rtaha@engicon.com

Omar al-Razaz
Chair, Board of Trustees
King Abdullah II Fund for Development
Jordan
E-mail: omarrazzaz@yahoo.com
omar@kafd.jo

Diana Athamneh
USAID Technical Coordinator for the RSS
Jordanian network for industrial sustainability
AECOM
Jordan
E-mail: dathamneh@engicon.com

Barbara Olive Adams
Senior Policy Advisor
Global Policy Forum
New York
E-mail: badams27@gmail.com
barbaraadams@globalpolicy.org

Embassy of Sweden in Jordan
Anders Jägerskog
Counsellor Regional Development Cooperation,
Water Resources
E-mail: anders.jagerskog@gov.se

Mohammed Adel Hentati
Consultant on Environment and Sustainable
Development
Tunisia
E-mail: hentati.adelmohamed@gmail.com

G. ORGANIZERS
Ministry of Environment – Jordan

Hanadi Mari
Chemical engineer
E-mail: hanadi.marie@moenv.gov.jo

H.E. Mr. Taher el Shakhshir
Minister
Ahmad al-Qatarneh
Secretary General

Sayyed Saleh
Chemical engineer
E-mail: sayyedsaleh@hotmail.com

Raouf Dabbas
Advisor to the Minister of Environment
E-mail: rdabbas4@gmail.com

Mustafa Alzyoud
Engineer
E-mail: mustafa.zyoud@hotmail.com

Samir Kilani
Director, Projects Directorate
E-mail: samir.kilani@moenv.gov.jo

Samar Mohammad Salah Mohammad Said
Alhussaini
Chief, Planning and Follow-up Department
E-mail: samora254@yahoo.com

Mohamad Mosa Mohamad Afana
Director, Policy and Development Directorate
E-mail: afaneh79@yahoo.com
m_afaneh@moenv.gov.jo

Samah Badri Mohammad Abderrahim
Engineer
E-mail: samahbs@yahoo.com
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Ministry of Environment – Jordan (continued)

Awad Khalailah
Media and Communications Unit
E-mail: awad.k@alrai.com

Hiba Za’abalawy
Project Management Directorate
E-mail: heba_z@moenv.gov.jo
heba.zaabalawy@yahoo.com

Tariq al-Majali
Media and Communications Unit
E-mail: tareq.m@mop.gov.jo
T_kmm@hotmail.com

Sharif Bani Hani
Director, al-Mafraq Environmental Protection
Directorate
E-mail: sharifbanihani@yahoo.com

Anaz Z. Talhouni
Media and Communications Unit
Independent consultant
E-mail: talhouni@gmail.com
anas@istanbul.com

Haidar Barakat Rababah
Environmental Engineer
Director for Fuhis and Mahes Office
(Subgovernmental)
E-mail: haidar626@yahoo.com

Mohammad al-Hsan
Public Relations
E-mail: m_alhsan2000@yahoo.com

Talaat Hasan Dabbas
Environmental Engineer
Director, Balkaa Governorate
E-mail: talataldabbas@hotmail.com

League of Arab States
Djamel Eddine Djaballah
Plenipotentiary Minister
Director
Environment, Housing, Water Resources and
Sustainable Development
Egypt
E-mail: envsusdev.dept@las.int

Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation – Jordan
Saleh al-Kharabsheh
Secretary General
E-mail: saleh.kh@mop.gov.jo

Shahira Wahbi
Chief, Sustainable Development and International
Cooperation
Egypt
E-mail: shuhryar@yahoo.com
environment.dept@las.int

Mukhallad Omari
Director, Policies and Strategies Department
E-mail: Mukhallad.Omari@mop.gov.jo
Mutasim al-Kilani
Head, Sustainable Development Division
E-mail: mutasim.k@mop.gov.jo
mutasimk@yahoo.com

Tarek Nabulsi
Head, Department of Social Affairs
Egypt
E-mail: tnnabulsi@gmail.com

Hadram Abdel Karim Hajer al-Fayez
Senior Sustainable Development Researcher
E-mail: hadram.a@mop.gov.jo
Hadram.al-Fayez@mop.gov.jo

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(DESA)
Navid Hanif
Director
New York
E-mail: hanif@un.org

Issam Majali
Director, Media and Communications Unit
E-mail: Issam.m@mop.gov.jo
Issam.Majali@mop.gov.jo

Marion Barthelemy
Chief, Intergovernmental Support and Interagency
branch
New York
E-mail: barthelemy1@un.org

Khaldoon al-Maani
Media and Communications Unit
E-mail: Khaldoon.AlMaani@mop.gov.jo
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Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(DESA) (continued)

E-mail: nejdawi@un.org
Adib Nehme
Regional Advisor on Governance and National
Dialogue
Emerging and Conflict-Related Issues Division
Lebanon
E-mail: nehmeh@un.org

Chantal Line Carpentier
Sustainable Development Officer
Major Groups Programme Coordinator
Division for Sustainable Development
New York
E-mail: carpentier@un.org

Mohammad al-Hamdi
First Economic Affairs Officer
Food and Environmental Policies Section
Sustainable Development and Productivity Division
Lebanon
E-mail: al-hamdi@un.org

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Iyad Abumoghli
Director and Regional Representative, UNEP
Regional Office for Western Asia
Bahrain
E-mail: iyad.abumoghli@unep.org

Niranjan Sarangi
First Economic Affairs Officer
Economic Development and Globalization Division
Lebanon
E-mail: sarangi@un.org

Melanie Hutchinson
Programme Officer
Regional Office for Western Asia
Bahrain
E-mail: Melanie.Hutchinson@unep.org

Jana el-Baba
Research Assistant
Food and Environmental Policies Section
Sustainable Development and Productivity Division
Lebanon
E-mail: baba@un.org

Meriem Ait Ali Slimane
Programme Officer
Geneva Office
Switzerland
E-mail: meriem.ait-ali@unep.org

Rita Wehbe
Research Assistant
Food and Environmental Policies Section
Sustainable Development and Productivity Division
Lebanon
E-mail: wehbe@un.org

Economic and Social Commission For Western
Asia (ESCWA)
Nadim Khouri
Deputy Executive Secretary
Lebanon
E-mail: khourin@un.org

Safa Salih
Administrative Assistant
ESCWA Technology Center
Jordan
E-mail: salih11@un.org

Roula Majdalani
Director, Sustainable Development and
Productivity Division
Lebanon
E-mail: majdalani@un.org

Amal Aldajani
Independent Expert
Jordan
E-mail: amalkdajani@gmail.com

Haidar Fraihat
Director, Technology for Development Division
Lebanon
E-mail: fraihat@un.org
Reem Nejdawi
Chief, Food and Environmental Policies Section
Sustainable Development and Productivity Division
Lebanon
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