Acknowledgments

The International Comparison Programme (ICP)
is managed by the global ICP office at the World
Bank under the auspices of the United Nations
Statistical Commission.

In the Arab region, the 2017 ICP cycle was
managed and implemented by the regional

ICP office located at the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), led by
Majed Skaini, ICP Regional Programme Manager,
with the assistance of Sadim Sbeiti, Research
Assistant, and the former assistance of Jala EL
Akoum, Research Assistant, under the guidance of
Juraj Riecan, Director of the Statistics Division, and
with the support of Wafa Aboul Hosn, Chief of the
Economic Statistics Section. This report, including
the regional results and associated analysis, was
prepared by Majed Skaini and Sadim Sbeiti.

Appreciation is extended to the global ICP

office at the World Bank, led by Nada Hamadeh,
Programme Manager at the global level, with

the oversight of Haishan Fu, Development Data
Group Director, for their support, coordination and
funding of ICP activities in the Arab region. Thanks
go to all members of the global ICP team for their
work and technical support, specifically Mizuki
Yamanaka, Marko Rissanen and Yuri Dikhanov,
who provided substantial assistance in regional
ICP activities.

The success of the programme would not have
been possible without massive efforts exerted

by the national statistical offices of the 12 Arab
countries that participated in the 2017 ICP cycle
in the Arab region. Special thanks go to the
national coordinators leading ICP activities in
participating countries. They include: Shatha
Ismaeel, Information and E-Government Authority,
Bahrain; Magda Mahmoud and Mohamed

Edries, Central Agency for Public Mobilization

Purchasing Power Parities and the Real Size of Arab Economies A Comprehensive Regional Report |

and Statistics, Egypt; Ahmed Al-Ardawi, Central
Statistical Organization, Iraq; Dergam Obeidat

and Mohammad Abdel Razzaq, Department of
Statistics, Jordan; Huda Al-Sultan and Sahar
Al-Rudaini, Central Statistical Bureau, Kuwait;
Mohammed EI Maliki, High Commission for
Planning, Morocco; Ahmed Al Maimani, National
Centre of Statistics and Information, Oman; Asmaa
Suwailam, Planning and Statistics Authority,
Qatar; Mohammed Alfarraj, General Authority

for Statistics, Saudi Arabia; Ashraf Samarah,
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, the State
of Palestine; Elalim Abdel Ghani Mohamed, Central
Bureau of Statistics, the Sudan; and Ali Buharoon
and Badria Abdulla, Federal Competitiveness and
Statistics Authority, the United Arab Emirates.

Acknowledgement is also extended to the national
ICP team members and national accounts experts
who supported the national coordinators in the
implementation of programme activities: Hala
Hassan and Maryam Bin Dainh, Bahrain; Amany
Abdel Khalek, Doaa Mabrouk and Mena Nosshy,
Egypt; Alaa Ismail, Ammar Mahmoud and Ghazwan
Al-Dujaili, Irag; Moawiah Zghool, Jordan; Fatma
Al-Mutairi and Wadha Al-Thuwaini, Kuwait; Yattou
Ait Khellou, Morocco; Abdulaziz Al Sinaidi, Khalaf
Al Sulaimani, Khamis Al Alwi and Sultan Al Balushi,
Oman; Rogaia Al Kurbi, Qatar; Abdullah Almojalli,
Saudi Arabia; Amina Khasib, Aseel Zidan, Enas
Mustafa and Rania Abu Ghaboush, the State of
Palestine; Hager Mustafa, Hanan Siddig, Nagat
Abdelatti and Zeinab Sala, the Sudan; and Abd El
Shafi El Ashmawy, Abdalafu Jomaa and Mousa Al
Obada, the United Arab Emirates.

Special thanks also go to member countries of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) for self-financing their
participation in most ICP activities. Their continuous
support has contributed to the overall success of the
programme and the delivery of its outcomes.

Acknowledgments



